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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
The next meeting will take the form of a visit to the 
Wellcome Historical Medical Museum, 54a, Wigmore Street, 
W. 1, at 3.30 o'clock on Wednesday, 15th January. The 


Curator, C. J. S. Thompson, Esq., has kindly promised to meet 


our party and to explain the purposes of the institution. 

This occasion should prove one of the most interesting that the Associa- 
tion has enjoyed for a long time, as the Museum is on an astonishing scale, 
and includes a most remarkable collection of objects and material. Early 
printed and rare books and manuscripts are displayed in generous numbers, 
while prints and pictures occupy considerable space ; for the rest the develop- 
ment of medical science is illustrated with such a wealth of wonderful material 
that all members who can manage to be present should not miss the privilege 
of this opportunity for seeing so well-equipped a museum concerning a side 
of human existence which never fails to interest. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


FELLOW COLLEAGUES, 

“A Happy New Year” to you all. To-day, fortunately, we 
are able to use this old greeting with very different feelings in 
our hearts from those we held a year ago. It is likely to be an 
important year, not only in the history of our Association, but in 
that of our profession generally. “ Reconstruction” is a word 
we use daily, and surely no profession is more in need of recon- 
struction than our own! Now isthe time todoit. Before the 
end of this year, it is likely that the majority of our absent 
members will have returned to our ranks. They will not be pleased 
to return and find library work standing where they left it. If 
they do find it so, they will have every justification for deeming 
us unfaithful stewards. They must come back and find us not 
merely alive but full of energy—vital energy—that is being 
directed into the right channels. 

Although no mantle of prophecy has fallen upon me, I can 
see that we shall be called upon in the year of 1919 to make a 
great effort both individually and collectively, if we hope to get 
within sight of our “ Promised Land.” 

It is likely that the Library Bill will again come before 
Parliament at no very distant date. When it does, we must be 
ready to back up the claims we have so often put forward, and 
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in such a manner that it will be impossible for them to be over- 
looked. Our whole future will depend upen the favourable 
reception and passing of this Bill. 

My message then, at the beginning of this important year is, 
make an effort, first individually— by the quality of service 
rendered—and second, collectively, by strengthening the ranks of 
our Association and working for its progress and extension. 

If we do only these two things, but do them well, 1919 
should be a memorable and successful year in our history. 

ETHEL GERARD. 


EDITORIAL. 

Volume 14 to Continue.— Owing to the prevailing condi- 
tions, it is proposed that the present volume of The Library 
Assistant shall cover the three years 1917-19. Consequently, 
no title page and index will be issued until the end of the year. 

1919.—We sincerely wish our readers a happy new year, 
and a prosperous one so far as their professional careers are con- 
cerned. The year will probably be important in the annals of 
librarianship, and it therefore appears more desirable than ever 
that the organization of our Association shall be preserved intact. 
To instance only two matters: it is not unlikely that the proposed 
library school will materialise, and some of us are of opinion 
that the Report of the Ministry of Reconstruction on Libraries 
(which will be ready almost immediately) may contain recom- 
mendations that will revolutionise the whole of our public library 
system. 

Libraries and Adult Education.—At the December 
general meeting cf the Association, Mr. Archibald Ramage, 
organizing secretary of the University Tutorial Classes, opened a 
discussion on “ The public library’s contribution to adult educa- 
tion and social welfare.’ Among the important points which Mr. 
Ramage touched upon in the course of his practical and interest- 
ing address mention may be made of the following:—(1) The 
public library should be placed in congenial surroundings, and its 
arrangement and appointments should be such as would be likely 
to invite the working classes. (2) Bibliographies provided for 
students should be annotated ; mere lists of books were generally 
of very little use. (3) The librarian should second the school- 
master in his efforts to form good taste. (4) People do not want 
to be told what to read, but having a bent in a certain direction, 
they need guidance and leadership. (5) Where possible, a room 
should be provided in the library for the classes arranged by the 
Workers’ Educational Association, but the classes should not be 
managed by the library authorities. (6) There should be a 
liberal supply of literature on current topics, even although much 
of it may become useless in a short time. (7) The Library 
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Committee and the Education Authority should be closely con- 
nected. (8) A library must show all sides of a subject. (9) 
The librarian should be well informed on the questions of the day. 

The discussion was contributed to by most of those present, 
and we are grateful to Mr. Ramage for kindly consenting to 
address us on this occasion. 

Trained Men Only.—There is a danger of untrained 
persons being appointed as librarians in some places, and we 
shall be glad if readers will immediately notify us of any attempt 
either to appoint an untrained person to the position of librarian, 
or to combine two offices, with a similar result. The Council of 
the Association kas recently protested against such action at 
Newport (Monmouth), and we are glad to know that the matter 
has been shelved for the present. 

Positions and Salaries.—We wonder whether our readers 
have noticed the number of recent occasions on which pro- 
fessional advertisements have included the phrase “ State Salary 
Required.’ It may bean indication that the advertisers are pre- 
pared to pay any reasonable salary to the right candidate, but 
there is a suspicion in some of our minds that the clause is some- 
times inserted rather with a view to getting one’s services as 
cheaply as possible. 

A New Diplomate.—We congratulate Mr. W. Pollitt, of 
the Leeds Public Libraries, and an active member of our York- 
shire Branch (at present serving with His Majesty's Forces), 
upon having been awarded the Diploma of The Library Associa- 
tion. For his qualifying thesis, Mr. Pollitt compiled a valuable 
bibliography of material relating to Coventry, which, when 
bound, made two large folio volumes. 

The L.A.A. Series.—W ill our readers please note that the 
cost of separate copies of The L.A.A. Series has been increased 
to sixpence, plus one penny for postage ? 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION : SUBJECTS 
FOR ESSAYS. 
Literary History.—The claims of the period 1870-1910 to be 
considered a great literary epoch. 
Bibliography.—A Select Bibliography of the Inland Navigation 
of Great Britain and the Continent of Europe. 
Classification.— Expand the appropriate sections of one of the 
following classifications to meet the needs of a Commercial 
Library :— Cutter’s Expansive. Dewey's Decimal. 
Brown's Subject. The expansion to be on the lines of 
the original classification chosen. Write an introduction 
explaining how to apply your expansion to books and 
other material; and give a specimen of an index to the 
expansion. 
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Cataloguing.—The development of library cataloguing since 
1880, with suggestions for further improvements. 

Library Organisation..—Review the probable developments of 
the public library service in relation to the Education 
Act of 1918. 

Library Routine.—The opportunities, qualifications and pros- 
pects of female assistants in British Libraries compared 
with those in American Libraries. 


L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


It is with very deep regret that we have to record the deaths of the 
following three young men, and our regret is only accentuated by the circum- 
stances in which we find ourselves to-day. We can only offer to their 
relatives the expression of our sincere sympathy in their heavy losses. 

*Rifleman F. J. Boxall (London Rifle Brigade), assistant librarian at 
Sion College, was killed in action on November 8th, at the early age of 
19 years. He found his death, as indeed all who knew him would have 
expected him to do, in a spirit of noble self-sacrifice, going to the succvur of 
a wounded comrade. Commencing his career at the Croydon Public 
Libraries, Mr. Boxall was, at the beginning of 1916, appointed an assistant at 
Sion College Library, where his general willingness and capacity clearly 
indicated the length to which, in happier circumstances, he would 
have gone in his profession. His cheery disposition and winning personality 
gained him many friends, professional and otherwise, and to these and his 
bereaved parents we extend our deep sympathy. 

*Pte. Norman McColvin.—The sad news has been received that 
Pte. Norman McColvin (8th Border Regt.), of the Croydon Public Libraries, 
died ina German Hospital on 23rd August last. Mr. Mc !vin joined the 
24th Middlesex Regiment in 1915, went to France, where he considerable 
service, and was wounded. He was afterwards attached to tlie 8th Border 
Regiment and returned to France, where he serve’) until he was again 
wounded and taken prisoner last May. Very little is known of him after this 
date beyond the fact that his right arm was ampu.ated in a German hospital 
Prior to the war, Mr. McColvin, who was twenty-six years of age, was senior 
assistant in the Croydon Keference Library. He was a quiet, studious young 
man of considerable ability; he possessed all the c>tificates of the Library 
Association, and was editor of The Croydon Cran, the magazine of the 
Croydon Libraries Staff Guild. He was osleasant in manner, ever ready to 
assist his junior colleagues in their studies, and was a keen enthusiast in all 
matters pertaining to his profession. His death is much deplored by his 
colleagues and by a large number of the readers of the Croydon [Public 
Libraries. 

Cpl. F. E. Mills (London Rifle Brigade), of the Ealing Public Library, 
was killed in action on the 29th September last. Mr. Millis, who had been a 
member of the Ealinz library statt for eleven years, joined up in January, 
1915, and was severely wounded in 1917; after having recovered, he again 
volunteered for active service early in 1918 when there was such an urgent 
call for men. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


*“Enip Dawson, of the Croydon Public Libraries, has been appointed 
to a senior position at the Central Library for Students. 








* Member, L.A.A. 





